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still find the treasures of truth from eternity to eternity in
contemplation of its author; and, after a thousand myriads of
ages consumed in such meditation, it would only have
touched the edges of that science of which it may be even
the highest intelligences possess no more than the rudiments.
There is no true reality except in Him who is, for all which, is,
is by Him, before being out of Him; there is but one existence,
because there is but one Eeing whose essence it is to exist;
and all which bears the inappropriate name of being had
remained shut up in necessary existence as the consequence
in the principal."*

Before concluding this chapter, let us remark that tht
deductions of science concerning the sovereign part played
by the sun in the general economy of nature, are in perfect
harmony with the religious conceptions of the most ancient
peoples. The worship of fire has reigned from time imme-
morial in Asia, and especially in ancient Persia. From the
Persian shores sailed the first peoples, the Aryas, or Aryans,
who occupied and peopled Europe. Fire worship was the
first religion of ancient Asia. M. Burnouf dwells on this
fact in his Etudes sur la Science des Religions, from which we
quote the following passages :

" The men of that time (the Aryas) perceived that all the
movements of inanimate things which take place on the
earth's surface proceed from heat, which manifests itself,
either under the form of fire which burns, or under the form
of thunder, or under the form of wind; but the thunder is
fire hidden in the cloud, and rises with it into the air $

* " Paling6n6sie Philosophique," vol. ii, pp. 427 and following.